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Anna Bhau Sathe’s Fakira : A Novel of Class Conflict 

Prof. Vijay C. Thange 
K. J. Somaiya College, Kopargaon 

Anna Bhau not only chaired the first Dalit Literary Conference in 

1958 but was also instrumental in organising the conference. He can 

be venerated as the precursor to the dalit literary movement. K. Cybil 

has complained that many critics and social scientists have trepidation 

to bring Sathe’s name to the dalit camp because his strong links with 

the left.1 However, some of the scholars like Arjun Dangle, have 

acknowledged the contribution of Anna Bhau Sathe to the emergence 

and development of dalit literature.2 Dangale argues that the term ‘dalit 

literature’ can be traced to the first Dalit literary conference in 1958, 

which had also passed a resolution defining dalit.3   

Among the authors of our times, Anna Bhau Sathe, popularly 

known as Anna Bhau is most suitable for sharpening our 

understanding of the complex interplay of caste, class, religion and 

patriarchy in our society. Born in a dalit family in a small village in 

western Maharashtra on 1 August 1920, coincidently the day on which 

B. G. Tilak, one of the conservative leaders of India passed away, 

Anna Bhau faced a lot of miserable problems like untouchability, 

hunger, illiteracy, humiliation and poverty.   

Every author is inevitably a product of the age and the society in 

which s/he lives. There is a general belief in Marxism that it is the 

material class that determines individual consciousness. Marxist 

literary criticism maintains that a “writer’s social class, and its 

prevailing ideology have a major bearing on what is written by a 

member of that class.”4 However, in India, it is caste, a category and 

social institution distinctly different from class, also contributes to the 

shaping of consciousness. However, Anna Bhau succeeded in 

transcending the limitations of caste and delineated the characters 

representing various downtrodden castes, tribes, working class and 

women. 

9 
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Anna Bhau Sathe is one of the few writers who practised such a 

large number of forms of literature as story, novel, play, poetry, song, 

travelogue, ballad, script writing, etc. Moreover, he dealt with the 

issues which were non-issues for the traditional writers. Poverty, 

exploitation, prostitution, economic inquality, gender discrimination, 

slum dwelling and illiteracy are the common themes in his writings. 

All the characters in his novels are extremely political. His colleague 

D. T. Gavhankar has informed us that all the political ballads that Anna 

Bhau wrote as part of the political campaigns initiated by the peasant 

/ working class movement, communist movement or the samyutka 

Maharashatra movement.5 He also was a theatrical artist who wrote as 

well as performed on the stage. He improvised the term Loknatya, 

political theatre committed to people’s movement. His contribution to 

the development of Loknatya came at the very adverse times and 

changed the notion of folk drama as well as the course of politics. He 

was the first significant writer to assign to a dalit woman central role 

in a novel. His play Inamdar (1951) deals with exploitation of the 

landless workers and his novel Vaijayanta deals with the exploitation 

of women under capitalism. His plays are strategically located in the 

wider communist ideology of the liberation of the peasants and the 

working class. 

Emergence of Anna Bhau as a politically awakened writer 

became possible only after he went to Mumbai and became part of 

revolutionary fervour of the communist movement. Many of his 

biographers inform us that it was not so easy for a slum-dweller 

illiterate boy to transform himself into a revolutionary artist. After 

listening to a political speech delivered by Krantisinh Nana Patil, a 

legendary hero of the armed struggle against the British rule and 

indigenous feudalism, Anna decided to join the freedom movement 

and then Lal Bawta Kalaa Pathak (Red Flag Art Troupe), part of a 

cultural wing of the Communist Party of India, which was, in fact, 

quintessential form of political theatre.6  

Anna Bhau was the first ever communist writer to write a song on 

the life-message given by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. This song appeared at 

a time when Ambedkar had clearly distanced himself from the 

communist movement . 
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Anna Bhau Sathe is one of the most courageous writers ever 

Marathi literary world could have. He says, “This is the false freedom, 

the majority of countrymen are hungry’’.7 He was one of the inspired 

writers from the charismatic leadership of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. 

Anna Bhau Sathe was self educated literary don who could bring about 

the change in perception of dalit life. He was closely associated with 

down trodden people. Anna Bhau started writing sometimes in 1942. 

Initially, he wrote folk songs, ballads, songs on the lives of farmers 

and labours. Through the Lal Bawta Kalaa Pathak (Red Flag Art 

Troupe) he gave a new dimension of class struggle to folksongs in 

tamasha.8 Anna Bhau’s friends from Communist Party of India helped 

and encouraged him to write. He firmly believed that literature is the 

means of social revolution. 

Anna Bhau Sathe in his introduction to the novel Vaijayanta says, 

“The writer who concerns society, society concerns such writers. This 

thing I bear in my mind while writing. I believe in the people of my 

country and their struggle. Everyday I see a lofty dream of prosperous 

country and just society. I dream a paradise in Maharashtra 

everyday.”9 In this introduction, he further states that the earth does 

not rest on the head of king cobra (as traditionally believed in 

Hinduism); but on the work and strength of dalits and working class 

people.   

As per available records, Anna Bhau Sathe wrote 40 novels. 

Fakira (1959) is his masterpiece which depicts the deplorable 

condition and social periphery of the dalits. Action in Fakira takes 

place in Vategaon in Sangli district of Maharashtra. It has got rural 

setting. Shankarrao Patil of Vategaon is rather jealous of the nearby 

village called, Shigaon. The jogini10 is a symbol of pride for that 

village and it gives the right to them to celebrate yatra.11 Shigaon has 

the possession of  jogini with them. Shankarrao Patil secretly reveals 

his thoughts to Ranoji, young and energetic matang man, of taking 

back of jogini to Vategaon. But also laments the inefficiency of the 

people of Vategaon to get back the jogini. Ranoji is the father of 

Fakira, the hero of the novel. On the day of the yatra of Shigaon, 

Ranoji plans to get back the jogini. He informs only Vishnupant, an 
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uppercaste, and Shankarrao Patil. Ranoji somehow enters the vigilant 

mob around the jogini and manages to kill the person with whom was 

the custody of jogini. He runs away in the darkness of the night but 

unfortunately gets caught in the area of Vategaon. Ranoji was killed 

against the tradition of not killing the person in the area of another 

village. His favourite ‘gabrya’ horse also gets killed by the people of 

Shigaon. The result is the unity of Vategaon people and subsequent 

gathering in Matangwada, the neglected place in social set up. After 

this incident, Fakira takes over the situation. He is far better than his 

father, muscular and the great warrior. He is burning with the 

vengeance and waiting for the appropriate situation. The youths from 

Shigaon are now desirous to get back jogini and plans attack on 

Vategaon’s yatra. Fakira had an inclination of the possible attack and 

prepares to retaliate.  Accordingly there is an attack and Fakira faces 

it successfully. Not only he manages to keep jogini with Vategaon, but 

chases the youth outside of Vategaon. Instead of killing the youth, 

Fakira cuts his hands from wrists. Thus, by saving the life of that youth 

Fakira becomes the hero. 

The novel also demonstrates the indomitable spirit of Fakira and 

his inspiration to other downtrodden people. He takes up the cudgels 

against Britishers and fights for the rights of mang, mahar and ramoshi 

community people. He fights not only against the British but also 

against some of the upper caste country men like Raosaheb Patil and 

Bapu Khot. When Uma Chaugula, Dada Patil, Raosaheb Patil and 

British government contrive against Fakira, he defeats them. Fakira 

and his wife were insulted by Raosaheb Patil. Fakira reacts against this 

insult very furiously by beating up Raosaheb Patil brutally and shows 

the depressed community not to bear the injustice of the upper caste 

people.   

The novels like Vaijayanta (1959), Chitra (1951), Chandan 

(1967), Varnecha Wagh (1968), Varnechya Khoryat (1951)  and Vair 

(1964) also depict the caste, class and gender conflict very vigorously.  

The unity of the depressed classes and their fight against established 

social setup is predominantly portrayed in the novels of Anna Bhau 

Sathe. They fight against the injustice and become the role models for 

others. Chandan is the realistic picture of the slum area of 
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Narayannagar. Warnecha Wagh and Makidicha Mal (1963) are the 

novels describing the wretchedness of poor and exploitation of lower 

caste people. Vaijayanta describes the deplorable condition of a   

tamasha dancer called Vaijayanta. These characters are not just 

victims of exploitation and injustice, but they initiate active protest 

against them.  

Anna Bhau Sathe describes the characters in his novels from 

almost all the strata of society. He throws light on women’s issues and 

their exploitation, poverty, the indomitable spirit of lower caste people 

for their survival, wretchedness of the poor, etc. Class conflict is very 

dominant in his novels. Anna Bhau Sathe, being a dalit, had 

experienced all the glitches of poverty, starvation, exploitation and 

untouchability. Despite having communist outlook towards the social 

set up, he is also in dilemma to comment on the issues of caste conflict 

effectively in his writings. Being a communist, Anna Bhau Sathe 

frames his protagonists in the class hierarchy and such heroes and 

heroines fight against the class dominance, but these characters fail to 

fight against the caste hierarchical structure and its dominance. 

The important characteristic of the novels of Anna Bhau Sathe is 

that they are realistic to core. He describes the sufferings of the people 

more vividly and forcefully. He appears before us as an 

uncompromising critic of the whole class of the perpetrators of 

injustice and cruelty. Every novel of his seems to have been designed 

by him to arouse the social conscience. There is hardly any ugly or 

depressing aspect of Indian socio-cultural and patriarchal life which 

has not been attacked by Anna Bhau Sathe in his novels. Anna Bhau 

Sathe’s misery of wretchedness in slum areas caused by poverty is 

most vivid and poignant. He can be seen as a leading practitioner of 

the novel of protest in India. 

     The emergence of Anna Bhau as an icon is a posthumous 

phenomenon. Not much was available about this writer before the 

scholars like Baburao Gurav and Bajrang Korde12 took to writing on 

Anna Bhau, i.e. more than almost two decades after his death.  His 

novels aim at denouncing social evils of all kinds and it is this aspect 

of his fiction which has won him the esteem and admiration 

worldwide. Moreover, he makes the readers aware of socio-cultural 
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aspects of the life reflected in the novel and enhances their ability to 

understand, interpret and appreciate the fictional works in general and 

the novels in particular. 
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